
Russian River Biological Opinion 
Flow Changes

Pam Jeane  
Assistant General 

Manager - Operations

www.sonomacountywater.org



Biological Opinion RequirementsBiological Opinion Requirements

• The Water Agency g y
must pursue 
permanent changes to 
D1610 minimum flow D1610 minimum flow 
requirements.

• Beginning in 2010, the 
Water Agency must 
pursue interim relief pursue interim relief 
from D1610 minimum 
flows.



Progress to DateProgress to Date

• Filed Water Rights Filed Water Rights 
Petition in 2009

• Filed Temporary Filed Temporary 
Change Petition in 
20102010
• Received & 

Implemented Order 
Summer 2010



Progress to Date (continued)Progress to Date (continued)
• Notice of Preparation of EIR p
for Fish Habitat Flows and 
Water Rights Projectg j

• Released NOP September 2010

• Three scoping open housesThree scoping open houses

• About 40 people submitted 
commentscomments



Next StepsNext Steps

• Organize/Consider CommentsOrganize/Consider Comments
• Provide Summary of Comments to Board

P  D f  EIR• Prepare Draft EIR
• Complete Necessary Studies
• Perform Impact Analysis

• Release Draft EIR Summer 2012 (Year 4)( )
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